
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FOREWORD  

 

 

Without a doubt, the success and reputation of a country holding the Council Presidency 

will largely depend on its ability to manage the tasks assigned to it. On the eve of the 

Belgian Presidency, political commentators are keen to underline uncertainties facing the 

next EU rotating Presidency. Will the country be able to fulfil  its leadership role despite 

the immense political pressure from within and unprecedented external challenges 

caused by the ongoing financial and economic crisis? At first sight, suc h questions seem 

justifiable and natural considering the fact that the country will witness the formation of 

a new national government during its term and will face the seemingly insurmountable 

task of putting the European economic model back on track. How ever, the high 

expectations put on the Belgian EU presidency call for closer scrutiny.  

In uncertain times, optimism seems to be a scarce commodity. However, Europe is built 

on a steadfast foundatio n upon which it can rely : the Treaties. Over the last deca des, the 

EU founding fathers and their successors have formed a framework which guarantees the 

functioning of the European project. The new Lisbon Treaty calls upon Member States 

holding the Presidency to take all necessary measures for the organisation an d smooth 

operation of the Councilôs work. The responsibility is shouldered by a Trio Presidency 

(Spain, Belgium and Hungary) to guarantee continuity and progress of the European 

project. In addition, Herman van Rompuy, a former Belgian Prime Minister, has the task 

of providing guidance and leadership to the European project as the firstly -elected 

President of the European Council.  

Belgium, one of the founding countries of the Big Six, is experienced enough to 

safeguard a smooth functioning of the Councilôs work despite the challenges it may face. 

European citizens and their leaders should have faith in the institutional architecture 

which is guaranteed by the Treaty of Lisbon. In times of uncertainty, leadership and 

guidance built on a solid institutional f ramework will provide the necessary confidence in 

the upcoming Belgian Presidency and in the European idea.  

To provide you with more planning confidence , we have put together a user - friendly 

guide for the Belgian EU Presidency. The guide may not be able t o predict the 

unpredictable and answer all the questions you may have  about the upcoming six 

months, but we do hope that it will provide you with all the necessary important 

information and offer you certainty in uncertain times.  

 

 

 

The LOGOS team would like to wish you happy reading.  
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1.  Politics in Belgium  

1.1.  Into the Complexity of Belgian politics  
 

Figures speak for themselves: with 10 million inhabitants, Belgium  boasts no less than 

ten  Parliaments (excluding the European Parliament and the Parliamentary Assembly of 

NATO, both also based in Belgium ) and nine  Governments or executives bodies 

(excluding of course the town and city councils).  

Why is this  so? It is because over time Belgium  has  built one of the most complex f ederal 

systems in the world. In short, following the Second World War , Belgian politics became 

increasingly dominated by the desire for autonomy of its two ma in language communities 

(French  and Dutch  speaking). The Constitution has been amended several times in order 

to ease the growing tensions and to please this will.  

Based on the four language areas defined in the early sixties (Dutch,  French, German 

and Bilingual ), Belgium has progressively become a unique federa l state with political 

power over three levels (see chart below).  

 

In this chart the three Community Assemblies and three  Community Colleges of the 

Brussels -Capital Region are not included; these deal with issues related to language 

community competences in the Brussels -Capital Region. Two Community Assemblies deal 

with  issues relevant to the French and Dutch Speaking communities, and another with 

common issues. But this extra layer of competences should not be involved too much in 

European Affairs.  
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1.2.  Three  Capital letters for a crisis  

Despite this unique structure designed to match the particular multiculturalism of the 

country, Belgium is in a crisis, the most recent outcome of which was the fall of the 

government leading to the general election of 13 th  June.  

We will not explore in depth the reasons behind the division of Belgium, or at least of  its 

politicians from the Dutch  and Frenc h speaking parts of the country. This phe nomenon is 

rooted in the young  history of the country , the  recent economic and social  evolution of 

which has reinforced some of the pre -existing centrifugal forces, which have found a 

positive echo in the media. One should also bear the emotional dimension of the crisis in 

mind  to better understand the complexiti es of th is long - lasting dispute.  

The matter that led to the fall of the Leterme government is the so -called BHV issue. BHV 

stands for Brussels -Hal -Vilvorde, which is an electoral and judicial area with specific 

rules; it is made up of t he Brussels -Capital  Region and thirty - five towns of the 

surroundings (such as Hal in the S outh and Vilvorde in the North). These thirty - five  

towns are part of the Flemish Region, not of the bilingual Brussels -Capital Region, but 

are also home to a large number of French -spea king Belgians , who rep resent in some 

cases more than 6 0 percent of the inhabitants.  

In the Seventies, when the country was divided into Regions and Communities, French -

speaking Belgians already living in BHV asked for a certain number of rights in 

compens ation for not being integrated in to  the Brussels -Capital Region (and its bilingual 

policy), but in the Flemish Region (where the de jure  language is Dutch). These rights 

include mainly the opportunity to deal with administrative and judicial matters in French 

and the possibility to vote for French -speaking representatives in the Brussels -Capital 

Region. BHV is the only bilingual electoral and judicial constituency of the Country 1.  

Most Flemish parties c onsider BHV illegal because it breaches the rule of homogeneity  of  

the linguistic regions and of consistency between electoral constituencies . A ccording to 

them, French -Speaking Belgians liv ing in the Flemish Region should be subject to the 

same linguistic and electoral rules as other citizens. They would like to divide BHV into 

the Brussels -Capital Region (still bilingual  although predominantly French speaking ) and 

the rest of the cons tituen cy (uni lingual).  

French -speaking parties accuse Flemish parties of seeking to terminate rights that are 

part of the Belgian linguistic compromise. Moreover, they accuse some Flemish politicians 

of regarding BHV as the final obstacle in achieving independe nce of Flanders along the 

borders of the unilingual Flemish Region.  

The Government fell in May because no solution to the BHV issue was found by the 

Government and the team of negotiators when it had promised to do so. Some Flemish 

parties push for a simpl e vote in the Belgian Parliament on this issue, which would be 

easily won since Flemish parties have the majority (reflecting the fact that 60% of t he 

population live in Flanders). H owever, French -speaking parties use  the linguistic minority 

safeguard mech anisms to prevent such a decision being  taken.  

Where this will end, nobody really knows. However, Belgians promise that their internal 

crisis will not affect their leadership role at the head of Europe for the next 6 months.  

 

                                                        
1
 Even for Federal or European Elections, Belgians vote  along their regional constituencies, resulting in two sets 

of parties, the Dutch -speaking a nd French -Speaking ones, created from the old bilingual political parties.  
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2.  Belgiumôs Economic Profile  

 

Belgium occupies a surface area 

of 30,500 km2 and has a 

population of 10.8 million. The 

Belgian port of Antwerp is 

Europe's second largest (after 

Rotterdam) and the seventh 

largest in the world.  

Thanks to its central location in 

the heart of the EUôs economic 

activity area, Belgium is often 

rightly called the hub of Europe.  

Due to the global recession, a 

major financial crisis hit Belgium 

from mid -2008. Two of the 

country's largest banks -  Fortis and Dexia -  faced severe problems, exacerbated by the 

fina ncial problems hitting other banks in the world. The value of their stocks, as well as 

the stocks of most other Belgian companies, plunged. The government tried to c ontrol 

the situation by bailing out banks and guaranteeing bank deposits. Eventually Fortis  was 

split into two entities -  the Dutch part was nationali sed, while the Belgian part was 

acquired by  the French bank BNP Paribas.  

The recovery started in mid 2009, supported by fiscal and monetary easing and a 

rebound in world trade growth. However, Belg ium's climb out of recession has been slow, 

with GDP rising by just 0.1 per cent in the first quarter of 2010. According to  the  

ñEconomic Outlook 87 Country Summaryò by the OECD, unemployment in Belgium will 

continue to increase until early 2011, pushing u p the already high level of structural 

unemployment.  

Deficit projections for 2010 and 2011 are around 5 per cent -  more in line with Germany 

than with those countries at the heart of the eurozone debt crisis. Belgium's debt is 

currently at 99 per cent of i ts gross domestic product, the highest in the eurozone after 

Greece and Italy, and is forecast to exceed GDP by the end of the year.  Moreover, the 

Belgian economy runs a trade surplus, which makes financing debt easier. Household 

debt is among the lowest i n the eurozone. And Belgium has a solid track record of paying 

down high debt. Therefore, a gradual pick -up in economic activity is expected.  

Figure 1 OECD  ȰEconomic Outlook 87 Country 
3ÕÍÍÁÒÙȱhttp://www.oecd.org/document/46/0,3343,en_2649_34573
_45268718_1_1_1_1,00.html 

http://www.oecd.org/document/46/0,3343,en_2649_34573_45268718_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/46/0,3343,en_2649_34573_45268718_1_1_1_1,00.html
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3.  Former Belgian Presidencies  

On 1 st  July 2010 Belgium will take over the Presidency of the 

Council of the European Union for the twelfth  time.  

Belgi um has a history of successful P residencies of which few have 

been acknowledged for their achievements. Due to the alphabetical 

order  of P residencies,  Belgium held the very first P residency of the 

Council in 1958. In the subsequent P residencies (1961, 1964 and 

19 67), Belgium dealt with the main issues of that time such as 

accession of the UK, the Fouchet Plan proposing a more 

intergovernmental political community, financing of the CAP and 

the Luxemburg Compromise, which resolved major differences in 

the European Economic Commu nity. The most prominent Belgian 

politica l actors of that time were the F oreign ministers Pierre 

Wigny, Paul -Henri Spaak and Pierre Harmel.  

During the Belgian Presidency in 1970, the European Community 

established that only temporary provisions should be subject to accession negotiations 

whil e the ñacquis communautaireò had to be taken up  in its entirety.  

The Belgian Presidency of 1993 was considered a successful one due to the strong 

leadership of Belgian politicians, Prime Minister Jean -Luc Dehaene, For eign Minister Willy 

Claes and F inance Minister Phillippe Maystadt. They achieve d a first success with the 

structural funds reform and despite the huge speculative pressures surrounding the 

European Monetary System, they managed to ensure that the second st age of the EMU 

started in the following year. This Belgian Presidency also paved the way for the entry 

into force of the Maastricht Treaty and achieved a common position between the 

European Community, France and the US on agriculture and services in the U ruguay 

Round final deal.  

The last Belgian Presidency of the Council of the European Union, in 2001 had the very 

difficult task of dealing with the 9/11 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the 

Laeken Declaration on the Future of Europe.  

 

In 1958 Belgium held the first Presidency of 
the Council following the entry into force of 
the Treaty of Rome.  

The same year Brussels hosted  the EXPO 
58, which was also the first major worldôs 
fair after World War II  and for which the 
famous Atomium was  erected.   

 

 

 

           Photo Lou Girou (2006)  

 

  

Former Belgian 
Presidencies:  

1958  Jan - Jun  
1961  Jan - Jun  
1964  Jan - Jun  
1967  Jan - Jun  
1970  Jan - Jun  
1973  Jan - Jun  

1977  Jul - Dec  

1982  Jan - Jun  
1987  Jan - Jun  
1993  Jul - Dec  
2001  Jul - Dec  
2010  Jul - Dec  
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4.  The Priorities of the Belgian Presidency  
 

4.1.  General Affairs  

Belgium is a part of the Trio Presidenc y together with Spain and Hungary, which is the 

first trio  to fully operate under the auspices of the new Lisbon Treaty. The three Member 

States have worked together on the joint priorities and will cooperate closely over the 

18 -month period to achieve optimal results.  

The Programme of the Belgian Presidency wil l revolve around five axes. The first priority 

of the Presidency will be to boost economic growth in the EU with the launch of the ñEU 

2020 Strategyò, set to guide EU policies for the coming decade, and the establishment of 

economic governance guidelines t o be presented by a task force headed by the EU 

President. Moreover, the Presidency will take up actions to tackle the ongoing economic 

crisis, with measures to increase innovation (e.g. by furthering work on the European 

patent legislation), green and white jobs, and a focus on industrial policy and 

infrastructure. They will start preparing the 2011 EU budget and mid - term review of the 

financial perspective . 

Secondly, the Presidency will pay attention to social cohesion policies and the fight 

against po verty , and will monitor social progress with the appropriate tools against set 

objectives. It will focus on the fight against violence towards women and further pursue 

the implementation of legislation on s ervices  of general interest.  

The third priority will focus on environment policy and will include t he Belgian leadership 

of the  international climate change negotiations  in preparation  for the December UN 

Climate Cha nge Conference in Cancún,  and the Convention on Biological Diversity in 

October 2010  in Nagoya, Japan.   

As the fourth priority the Belgians will work on implementation of the Stockholm Program 

launched in 2009 under the Swedish Presidency in the areas of justice, asylum and 

immigration with a major focus on the elaboration of a harmonized asylum and individual 

protection procedure, the fight against terrorism, organized crime, illegal immigration 

and human trade and the mutual recognition procedure of judicial decisions.  

While having a leading role in the Council of the European Union, the Belgians have 

already announced that they will take a back seat role to the EU Foreign Policy Chief 

Catherine Ashton and EU President Herman Van Rompuy, leaving them full responsibility 

for their entire field of competences. Nevertheless, continuing with t he EUôs enlargement 

policy and putting in place the EU ôs new diplomatic corps -  the European External Action 

Service (EEAS), will be the fifth major priority of the Presidency. Other highlights  will 

include holding summits with ASEM (the Asia -Europe Meetin g) and Africa.  

Additionally, in the area of regional policy, which are dealt with by the General Affairs 

Council such issues as the 5 th  Cohesion Report, Urban Dimension Infrastructure Fund 

post 2013 and Multigovernance will be discussed.  

Please find below  an overview of initiatives that will be taken up by the Belgian 

Presidency in key policy areas.  
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4.2.  Environment & Climate Change   
 

The Belgian Presidency will have to deal with critical environmental issues  but is also 

keen on playing a leading role in helping the EU to ñswitch over to  a green economyò. At 

international level, Belgium will lead negotiations at the UN High Level meeting for the 

review of the Millennium Development Goals in September, the 10 th  Conference of the 

Parties (COP) of the Convention on Biological Diversity (October 2010) and the 16 th  

Conference of the Parties (COP) of the UN Convention on Climate Change ( 29 th  

November ï 10 th  December 2010). The Presidencyôs environment policy priorities will be 

buil t  around the following four themes:  

V Climate change, including:   

o Preparation of the 16 th  COP of the Convention on Climate Change, 

including the follow -up to the EU pledge for fast - track funding  

o Follow -up & decision on the Communicat ion ñAnalysis of options to move 

beyond 20% greenhouse gas emission reductions and assessing the risk of 

carbon leakageò 

o Directive  establishing emission targets for new light commercial vehicles  

V Biodiversity, including:  

o Preparation of the 10 th  COP of the Convention on Biological Diversity  

o Decision on the post 2010 Biodiversity Strategy  

o Follow -up on the Biocides Directive ï 1st  reading  

o Discussions on the report on socio -economic implications of the placing on 

the market of GMOs 

V Sustainable management  of materials, including:  

o Follow -up on WEEE & RoHS dossiers  

o Preparing Council conclusions on Sustainable Production and Consumption 

and Resource Efficient Europe ï flagship initiatives of the EU 2020 Strategy  

V Better infrastructure for environmental governance, including:  

o Evaluation of the 6 th  Environmental Action Program (EAP)  and road map 

for the 7 th  EAP 

o Horizontal strategies on energy efficiency, internal market, technology 

development and sustainability  

V Other issues  

o Work on a management tool for radioactive waste  (expected new c ommon 

framework for the establishment of national radioactive waste programs )   

o Adoption of conclusions regarding the improvement of the implementation 

of waste legislation and the harmonisation of the environmental inspection 

criteria  

 

 

4.3.  Energy Policy  
 

The current EU energy policy aims at facilitating the strategic transition from a carbon 

intensive to a low -carbon economy via investment in new ñgreenò technologies enhancing 

the usa ge of renewable sources of energy, development of new infrastructure and 

increasing energy efficiency. Furthermore, the Lisbon Treaty paves the way for the 

creation of a common EU internal market for energy. Several developments and new 

initiatives are exp ected in the coming months and the Belgian Presidency will lead the 

Councilôs work on the following issues:  

V The EU Energy Action Plan : The Plan, expected in N ovember 2010, with 

discussions in informal Council  and a stakeholder meeting in September 2010 , w ill  
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set the framework until 2020. The plan should focus on the implementation of the 

2nd  and 3 rd  energy packages . 

V Road Map on Decarbonisation of Energy  up to 2050 : R enewables should be placed 

in the centre of the decarbonisation strategy  (Discussions in informal Council in 

September 2010);  

V Energy Infrastructure Package  (expecte d in November 2010) : The package should 

include grid i ntegration, diversity of supply, access of renewables to grids. T he 

document should also address the problems of  financing of projects due to the 

difficult market situation and lack of market incentives in certain areas to realise 

some projects  

V Energy Efficiency Action Plan: to be published by the European Commission by the 

end of 2010  

V A review of Carbon and Energy Taxes in EU proposed by Commissioner Algirdas 

Ġemeta 

V Further implementation of the SET (Strategic Energy Technology) Action Plan, 

Conference on SET Plan to take place in November focusing on bio -energy and 

nuclear energy  

V Adoption  of revised Regulation on State aid to the coal industry  

V Debate on the application of biomass addressing the question of criteria for the 

sustainability of biomass as an energy source  

V Development of the framework of the Energy Community  

V Energy Recovery Pa ckage: initiative to establish a fund to be used by local and 

regional authorities for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects; decision 

about the transfer of funds to be taken by the end of the year  

 

4.4.  Transport  

 

2010 is a landmark year  for Transport policy in the EU  giving the Belgian Presidency 

plenty of opportunities to steer the debates.  With the revision of several legislative 

packages, the Commission is set to publish the White Paper on  Transport Policy for 2011 -

2020  in December 20 10.   The document will outline the Commissionôs vision for the 

future of transport, while seeking to address the completion of the internal market in 

transport as well as the development and deployment of Intelligent Transport Systems 

(ITS). It will also p ropose an integrated approach for  the TEN -T network infrastructure 

and funding mechanisms. A summary of the upcoming policies under the Belgian 

Presidency can be found below:  

V White Paper  on Transport Policy 2011 -2020: an expected  reference to the concept 

of ñco-modalityò will affect future transport legislation, while completing the 

Internal Market in both rail and road transport will feature high on the agenda for 

the next 10 years; the importance of boosting technology deployment (with an 

ñe-mobility pack ageò and a Strategic Transport Technology Plan envisaged in 

2011) will also be tackled through s pecific initiatives (see below)  

V Urban Mobility Action Plan: the Action Plan envisages 20 actions with a dedicated 

timeline, spread over 6 themes (promoting inte grated policies; focusing on 

citizens; greening urban transport; strengthening funding; sharing experience and 

knowledge; optimising urban mobility); the Belgian Presidency will focus in 

particular on Urban Freight Transport and the ñlast mileò, with a dedicated 

conference foreseen in November  

V Intelligent transport systems (ITS) Action Plan, which contains a Directive for the 

deployment of ITS in the field of road transport and for interfaces with other 

transport modes. Published in December 2008, the Directive is now in 2 nd  reading 



 

11  |  P a g e  
 
 

with the intention to have it adopted before the end of the year (with some 

implemen ting measures still left open)  

V Road Safety Action Programme 2011 -2020, expected in July 2010. The issue of 

setting specific targets for memb er states to reduce road deaths and injuries 

remains under discussion, while the Road Safety Day s are foreseen for October 

2010   

V Directive on cross -border enforcement of traffic laws: currently stalled in the 

Council, the Belgian Presidency hopes for a new  proposal by the Commission , 

based on the Lisbon Treaty  

V Review of the logistics action plan: dating from October 2007, the idea is to cut 

the number of priority measures to around 10, while introducing th e concept of 

ñGreen Corridorsò 

V Revision of the Eurov ignette Directive at Council level: part of the Greening 

Transport Package of July 2008, discussions by Members States on the 

ñEurovignette IIIò Directive are expected to be kick-st arted by the Belgian 

Presidency   

V Revised proposal for Trans -European Transp ort Networks (TEN -T) Guidelines, 

together with proposals for the next multiannual financial framework   

V Regulation on investigation and prevention of accidents and incidents in civil 

avia tion   

V Implementation and revision of the first Railway Package: taking  into account the 

recent European Parliament Resolution on the issue, the Commission will focus on 

the independence of the regulatory bodies, better cooperation between railway 

operators, charging principles, further separation of infrastructure and rollin g 

stock management and an enhanced role for the European Railways Agency (ERA)  

V Implementation of the European Global Navigation Satellite System: the 

preparation for the post 2013 exp loitation of Galileo and EGNOS  

V Implementation of the single Eu ropean sky II Package (SES II)  

V Report on passenger  rights in all transport modes  

V Emission performance standards of light commercial vehicles  

V Revision of type -approval of two -  and three -wheel motor vehicles  

V Maritime Policy (in particular short see shipping) still habours a large unused 

capacity. The Presidency aims at removing potential obstacles in this transport 

mode  

 

4.5.  Internal Market & SME Policy  
 

With regards to Internal Market and SME policy, the Belgian Presidency is expected to 

conduct work to protect, strengthen and complete the internal market and improve its 

functioning. In line with the Work Programme of the Trio Presidency, the Commissionôs 

Legislative Work Programme, as well as the óEurope2020ô Strategy, the Belgian 

Presidency will pay particular attention to policy areas which aim to achieve smart, 

sustainable and inclusive growth while addressing competitiveness challenges linked to 

the t ransformation to a low carbon economy. In particular, the following (non) - legislative 

initiatives are expected to be dealt with by the Belgian Presidency in the coming six 

months:  

 

V Revision of the Small Business Act for Europe (SBA):  Adopted in 2008, the SBA 

aims to anchor the óThink Small Firstô principle in all policy-areas which affect 

SMEs and calls on the EU and Member States to develop an environment in which 

entrepreneurs and family businesses can thrive and entrepreneurship is rewarded. 

The Belgian  Presidency will pay attention to the monitoring and evaluation of the 

implementation of the SBA and its Action Plan. In addition, internationalisation of 
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SMEs, access to external markets, the reduction of administrative burdens for 

small business as well as access to finance will be high on the political agenda  

V Re- launch of the Internal Market: As a follow -up to the óEurope 2020ô strategy 

and the Monti report on the re - launch of the Single Market, a Commission 

Communication on the re - launch of the Single M arket will provide a diagnosis of 

the factors which impede the realization of a fully - integrated Internal Market   

V Late payment Directive: The Belgian Presidency is expected to find agreement on 

the late payments Directive during its term. The Parliament i s expected to adopt 

the proposal in plenary in July; the Council political agreement on the position is 

expected in October this year  

V Better Regulation: The Belgian Presidency is expected to support initiatives aiming 

to reduce administrative burdens in th e EU and will make an extended use of 

impact assessments in decision -making to improve decision -making during the 

policy cycle. A Commission communication concerning smart regulation will be on 

the Councilôs agenda during the Presidencyôs term  

V Implementat ion of the Services Directive: The Belgian Presidency is expected to 

publish a report on the implementation of the Services Directive in all Member 

States, thus promoting an effective and transparent evaluation process  

V Integrated approach with other polici es (Consumer Protection and Social 

Dialogue)  

 

 

4.6.  Industry, Research & Innovation  

 

The most recent challenge in the field of EU industrial policy is helping the economy to 

recover from the crisis by restructuring European industry and boosting the 

competitiveness of Europeôs industrial base, in line with the EU 2020 Strategy. Therefore, 

the Belgian Presidency is expected to launch several important initiatives, namely:  

V Communication on ñIndustrial Policy in the Era of globalizationò (expected in  

September 2010) drawing up a framework for a modern industrial policy to 

support entrepreneur ship, to guide and help industry to become fit to meet 

current challenges, to promote the competitiveness of Europeôs primary, 

manufacturing and service industries and help them seize the opportunities of 

globalisa tion and of the green economy. I t will add ress all elements of the 

increasingly international value chain from access to raw materials to after -sales 

service  

V ñInnovation Unionò flagship initiative (expected in September 2010)  aimed at 

im plementation of the innovation - related elements of the Europe  2020 strategy, 

in particular the flagship action "Inno vation Union". Innovation Union aims  to re -

focus R&D and innovation policy on the challenges facing our society, such as 

climate change, energy and resource efficiency , health and demographic change 

and to strengthen every link in the innovation chain from 'blue sky' research to 

commercialization  

V Work on reaching an agreement on a unified patent litigation system, and review 

of the Community trade mark  

V The strengthening  of the European Research Area to improve cooperation 

between the Member States and private actors in order to meet the major social 

challenges of our times (cli mate change, food supply, etc.) as well as removing  

administrative restrictions and hindrances for  international research workers  and 

relating to free circulation of knowledge. Evaluation of the role of clusters and 

relationship between research centres, training and business int he context of 

knowledge triangle;  
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V Promotion of the role of Research, Development and Innovation in the realisation 

of a sustainable society  

V Promotion of the cooperation between national and regional programmes (Joint 

work with EPSCO, structural funds, etc)  

V Development of 8 th  Framework Programme  

V Implementation of competences in the space sector introduced by the Lisbon 

Treaty and work on the EUôs flagship programmes in the space sector  

 

 

4.7.  Telecommunications & Digital Agenda   

 

At the meeting of the Telecoms Council on 31 st  May 2010, EU Ministers unanimously 

adopted Council conclusions on the Digital Agenda and they endorsed the main priority 

actions identified in the document. They encouraged horizontal coordination, both at EU 

and national level. The major priorities behin d the Digital Agenda are:  

 

V Digital Single Market:  

o Framework Directive on collective rights management  

o Single Market for online payments  

o Modernizing the eSignature rules  

o Updating the EUôs data protection regulatory framework;  

V Adoption of ñRadio Spectrumò strategy  

V New proposal for a Regulation concerning the security of networks and 

information  

V Interoperability and Standards:  European Interoperability Strategy and 

Framework, to be adopted in 2010 in order to review the European 

standardization policy i n the ICT sector  

V Trust & Security: the European Commission will present a modernized network 

security policy in September 2010 to address  cybercrime, ID theft and online 

fraud  

V Fast & Ultra -Fast Internet Access: Broadband Communication: with the goal to 

secure basic broadband for all by 2013, with speeds of at least 30 mbps  

V ICT-enabled benefits for European Societies; ICT for energy efficiency, climate 

change and environment  

V Action plan on e -Government to be adopted in 2010  

V Promotion of good governance of the internet : Development of the Internet of the 

Future; extension of universal services, network neutrality, broadband on mobile, 

convergenc e of fixed and mobile networks  

 

 

4.8.  Health Policy  

 
In the field of public health, the Belgian Presidency will, in line with its social policy 

agenda, aim to promote Community actions to help raise the level of health of all 

citizens, while deepening the Declaration of 2006 on the common values and principl es of 

health systems in the EU. Furthermore, it will develop the current EU Health Strategy  and 

the priorities of the Second Programme of action in the field of Health 2008 -2013. 

Special attentio n will also be paid to taking  health determinants into accoun t in all the 

other EU policy areas.  The Belgian Presidency will pay particular attention to the question 

of health security .  

The t heme of the Presidencyôs work on health is óInnovation and Solidarityô and actions 

are revolved around four themes:  
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V Health security  

o An evaluation of the EUôs preparedness for pandemics will be carried out 

with an assessment of procedures used during the influenza pandemic. 

Areas for improvement wil l be identified and will feed in  to a joint 

conference with the European Commiss ion on 1st and 2nd July. This will 

link into broader aspects of health security including discussions of 

improvements to the health security committee.  

V Health workforce  

o The Presidency will hold a conference on the Health Workforce at the 

beginning of Septe mber. This leads  on from the Commissionôs Green Paper 

of December 2008 and the subsequent public consultation. A Council 

Conclusion will be the culmination of the Presidencyôs work on this topic. 

V Solidarity and innovation in pharmaceuticals  

o A conference at  the end of September will deal with access to and 

innovation for medicines across the EU and will lead to a Council 

Conclusion.  

V Chronic diseases  

o A conference will take place on 19 th  October on chronic diseases and 

prevention thereof. The main conference w ill be preceded by two smaller 

conferences on relevant sub - topics.  

 

Legislative dossiers to be dealt with include pharmaceutical legislation, counterfeit 

medicines and cross -border healthcare. Furthermore, a technical conference on E -Health 

is planned as well as action on healthcare -associated infections.  

 

 

4.9.  Agriculture and Food Policy  

 

The European Commission is expected to publish its Communication on the post -2013 

CAP in the Autumn of 2010. Following this , the Belgian Presidency will lead the debate on 

the future of the Commo n Agricultural Policy in Europe, r einforcing both pillars of the CAP 

and promoting food security and safety , sustainability and innovation, as well as 

responding to global challenges . The main topics worked on include the following:  

V Quality of agricultural products, product standards, farming requirements and 

quality schemes for agricultural products  

V Improving the competitiveness of agriculture and the agro - food industry  

V Simplification of EU agric ultural legislation,  cross - compliance of Eu ropean and 

regional authorities  

V Rural development  

V Hygiene package -  Once the Commission has presented its report on the 

effectiveness and consistency of sanitary controls on imports of food, feed, 

animals and plants , it will be dealt with by the Belgian Presidency  

V Improvements in the regulation of foodstuffs  

V Food safety in areas such as consumer informatio n, food labelling, novel foods  

V Implementation of the strategy for Europe on nutrition, overweight and obesit y 

related health issues  

V Continuation  of work dealing with food information to consumers  

V Finalisation of work on a proposal for establishing the obligations of operators 

placing wood and wood products on the market  
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4.10.  Social Cohesion Policy  
 

2010 is the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion. This, along with 

the challenge to help Europe exit the economic crisis, will make the promotion of an 

ambitious European social package and the push for clear poverty reduction targets a  

pivotal aim of the Belgian Presidency. This is in line with the objective to launch a ñbig 

debateò on the future of the cohesion and regional policy and the related funding for 

2013 -2020, an issue which will be in the hands of Wallonia.  

The main prioriti es aimed at reinforcing the European social model include:  

V Developing objectives and performances indicators in the areas of social 

protection, social inclusion, pensions and healthcare.  

V Implementing the European Employment Strategy, in line with the obj ectives 

defined in the Europe 2020 Strategy. The Presidency would like to focus in 

particular on :  

o Promoting green jobs  

o Promoting a ñ work and ageing society pactò  

o Gender equality  

o Flexicurity  

V Reinforcing the social 'safety net' throughout people's lives  

V Making progress against discrimination and towards equality  

V Pursuing the debate on social services of general interest  

V Stressing the added value of the EU in the areas of health and ageing (including 

the issue of pensions)  

V The EUôs adoption of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities  

V Awareness of violence against women  
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5  The Belgian Leaders 2  

5.1.  Belgian Governments  
 

5.1.1.  Federal Government  

 

Yves LETERME  
 
Contact details :  
Rue de la loi 16   
1000 Bruxelles  
Tél :  (+32.2) 501.02.11  
E-mail :  info@premier.fed.be  
 
Eric Kirsch  
Directeur de Cabinet  

Prime Minister  
I n charge of  : Migration & Asylum policies  

 

Didier REYNDERS  
 

Contact details :  
Rue de la Loi 12   
1000 Bruxelles  
Tél :  (+32.2) 233.81.11  
Fax : (+32.2) 233.80.03  
E-mail :  contact@ckfin.minfin.be  
 
Olivier Henin     
Directeur de Cabinet  

Vice - prime Minister an d Minister in charge 
of  Finance & Institutional Reform  
 
 

Laurette ONKELINX  
 

Contact details  :  
Rue du Commerce 78 -80  
1040 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 233.51.11  
Fax : (+32 2) 230.10.67  
E-mail  : info@laurette -onkelinx.be  

 
Hervé  Parmentier     
Directeur de Cabinet  

Vice - Prime Minister and Minister in charge 
of  :  
 

¶ Social affairs  

¶ Health  

¶ Integration policies  

 
 
 

Steven VANACKERE  
 
Contact details  :  
Rue des Petits Carmes 15  
1000 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 501.85.91  
Fax : (+32.2) 501 32 13  
E-mail  : steven.vanackere@diplobel.fed.be  

 
Petra Vankeirsbilck  
Directeur de Cabinet  

Minister in charge of  Foreign Affairs  
 

                                                        
2
 This section will be update d  on regular bases in order to review and include personnel changes 

following the recent Belgian national elections . Please check our website regularly .  

mailto:info@premier.fed.be
mailto:contact@ckfin.minfin.be
mailto:info@laurette-onkelinx.be
mailto:steven.vanackere@diplobel.fed.be
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Joëlle MILQUET  
 

Contact details  :   
Avenue des Arts 7  
1210 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 220.20.11  
Fax : (+32.2) 220.20.67  
E-mail  : milquet@milquet.belgium.be  
 
Philippe Bouchat  
Directeur de Cabinet  

Vice - prime Minister a nd Minister in charge 
of :  
 

¶ Employment  

¶ Equal opportunities  

¶ Migration and asylum policies  

 

Guy VANHENGEL  
 
Contact details  :  
Rue de la Loi 34 -36  

1040 Bruxelles  
Té l: (+32.2) 233.31.00  
Fax : (+32.2) 233.31.00  
E-mail  : info@vanhengel.info  
 
Fons Borginon  
Directeur de Cabinet  

Vice - Prime Minister and Minister in charge 
of Budget  

Michel DAERDEN  
 
Contact details  :  
Rue Ernest Blérot 1  
1070 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 238.28.11  
Fax : (+32.2)238.28. 7 -1 
E-mail  : michel.daerden@minsoc.fed.be  
 
Jean - Marc Liétart  
Directeur de Cabinet   

Minister in charge of  Pensions  and Larger 
Towns Policy  

Stefaan DE CLERCK  
 

Contact details  :  
Waterloolaan 115  
1000 Brussel  
Tél : (+32.2) 542.80.11  
Fax : (+32.2) 542.80.00  
E-mail  : stefaan.declerck@just.fgov.be  

 
Jo Baret    
Directeur de Cabinet  

Minister in charge of  Justice  

Sabine LARUELLE  
 

Contact details  :  
Avenue de la Toison dôOr 87 
1060 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 250.03.03  
Fax : (+32.2) 219.09.14  
E-mail  : info@laruelle.fgov.be  

 
Alain Jeunhomme    
Directeur de Cabinet  

Minister in charge of  :  
 

¶ SMEs & independent workers  

¶ Agriculture  

¶ Space policy   

 
 

Pieter DE CREM  
 

Contact details  :  
Rue Lambermont 8  
1000 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 550.28.11  
Fax : (+32.2) 550.29.09  
E-mail  : kabinet@mod.mil.be  
 
Ludwig Van Der Veken  
Director de Cabinet  

Minister in charge of Defence  

mailto:milquet@milquet.belgium.be
mailto:info@vanhengel.info
mailto:michel.daerden@minsoc.fed.be
mailto:stefaan.declerck@just.fgov.be
mailto:info@laruelle.fgov.be
mailto:kabinet@mod.mil.be
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Paul MAGNETTE  
 

Contact details  :   
Rue de Bréderode 9  
1000 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 213.09.11  
Fax : (+32.2) 213.09.61  
E-mail  : info@magnette.fgov.be  

 
Laurent Levêque    
Directeur de Cabinet   

Minister in charge of  Climate and Energy  

Charles MICHEL  
 

Contact details  :   
Rue des Petits Carmes 15  
1000 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 501.83.11  
Fax : (+32.2)501.86.33  
E-mail  : charles.michel@diplobel.fed.be  

 
Jan Luykx  
Directeur de Cabinet  

Minister in charge of   Internati onal 
cooperation and development  
 
 

Inge VERVOTTE  
 

Contact details  :  
Rue Royale 180  
1000 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 210.19.11  
Fax : (+32.2) 210.19.48  
E-mail  : info@vervotte.fed.be  

 
Wim Coumans  
Directeur de Cabinet  

Minister in charge of  :  
 

¶ Public service  

¶ State -owned companies  

Vincent VAN QUICKENBORNE  
 
Contact details  :  
Rue Bréderode 9  
1000 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 792.99.00  
Fax : (+32.2) 792.99.01  
E-mail  : info@quickonomie.be  
 
Niko Demeester  
Directeur de Cabinet  

Minister in charge of  Entreprise  and 
Administrative Burden  

Annemie TURTELBOOM  
 

Contact details  :   
Rue de la Loi 2  

1000 Bruxelles  
Tél: (+32.2) 504.85.13  
E- mail  : 
min.annemie.turtelboom@ibz.fgov.be  
 
Isabelle Mazzara  
Directeur de Cabinet  

Minister in charge of  Home Affairs  

Etienne SCHOUPPE  
 
Contact details  :  
Rue Royale 180  
1000 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 209.33.11  
Fax : (+32.2) 209.33.12   
E-mail  : info@schouppe.fed.be  
 
Johan Decuyper  
Directeur de Cabinet  

Deputy Prime Minister and State Secretary 
in charge of Mobility  
 

mailto:info@magnette.fgov.be
mailto:charles.michel@diplobel.fed.be
mailto:info@vervotte.fed.be
mailto:info@quickonomie.be
mailto:min.annemie.turtelboom@ibz.fgov.be
mailto:info@schouppe.fed.be
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Carl DEVLIES  
 

Contact details  :   
Rue Royale 180  
1000 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 209.33.11  
Fax : (+32.) 209.33.12  
E-mail  : info@devlies.fed.be  
 
Bart Vandenberghe  
Directeur de Cabinet  

Deputy Prime Minister, to the Minister of 
Justice and State Secretary in charge 
of  coordination of the fight against fraud  

Bernard CLERFAYT  
 
 
Contact details  :  

Boulevard du Roi Albert II 33  
1030 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 576.83.56  
Fax : (+32.2) 579.66.55  
E-mail  : kabinet.clerfayt@ckfin.minfin.be  

 
Emmanuel Degrève  
Directeur  de Cabinet  

Deputy Finance Minister and State Secretary 
in charge of Modernisation of Federal Public 
Service Finance, Environmental Taxation 
and Fight against Tax Fraud  

Olivier CHASTEL  
 
Contact details  :   
Rue des Petits Carmes 15  
1000 Bruxelles  
Téléphone (+32.2) 501.84.11  
Fax (+32.2) 501.35.74  
E-mail  : cab.chastel@diplobel.fed.be  
 
François Roux     
Directeur de Cabinet  

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and State 
Secretary in charge of   European Affairs  
 
 

Melchior WATHELET  
 
Contact details  :   
Rue de la Loi 51  
1040 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 790.57.11  
Fax : (+32.2) 790.57.99  
E-mail  : info@wathelet.fed.be  

 
Pierre Crevits    
Directeur de Cabinet  

Deputy Minister of Budget and State 
Secretary in charge of   Budget  

Jean - Marc DELIZEE  
 
Contact details  :  
Boulevard du Jardin Botanique 
50  
1000 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2)528.67.91  
Fax : (+32.2) 528.67.90  
E-mail  : sec.delizee@minsoc.fed.be  
 
Pascal Petry  
Directeur de Cabinet  

Deputy Minister of Social Affairs &  Public 
Health, and State Secretary in charge of 
Social affairs, disabled  people  

Philippe COURARD  
 
Contact details  :  
Rue Ernest Blérot 1  
1070 Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32.2) 238.28.11  
Fax : (+32.2) 238.28.00  
E-mail  : courard@minsoc.fed.be  

 
Jean - Marc Jalhay  
Directeur de Cabinet  

Deputy Minister of Social Affairs & Public 
Health and State Secretary in charge of 
Social integration and  the  fight against 
poverty  

mailto:info@devlies.fed.be
mailto:kabinet.clerfayt@ckfin.minfin.be
mailto:cab.chastel@diplobel.fed.be
mailto:info@wathelet.fed.be
mailto:sec.delizee@minsoc.fed.be
mailto:courard@minsoc.fed.be
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5.1.2.  Government of the Brussels - Capital Region  
 

Name & Contact details  Responsibilities  

Charles PICQUE  
 
Contact details  :  
Rue Ducale 7 -9  
1000 Bruxelles     
Tél. :  (+32.2) 506.32.11  
Fax :  (+32.2) 514.40.22  
E-mail :  info@picque.irisnet.be  
 
Benjamin Cadranel  
Directeur de Cabinet  
Tel : (+32.2) 506.32.36  
E-mail  : bcadranel@picque.irisnet.be  

Minister - President in charge of  :  

¶ Local authorities  

¶ Spatial Planning  

¶ Historical Monuments & landscapes  

¶ Development Aid  

¶ Regional Statistics  

Others Competencies :  

¶ Minister, member of the College of the 
French community Commission 
(COCOF), responsible for Social 

Cohesion Policy  

¶ President of the College of the joint 
Commission of commun es (COCOM)  

Benoît CEREXHE  
 
Contact details  :  
Rue Capitaine Crespel 35  
1050 Bruxelles    
Tél. : (+32.2) 508.79.11  
Fax : (+32.2) 514.48.60  
E-mail : info@cerexhe.irisnet.be  
 
Christian Lamouline  
Directeur de Cabinet  
Email  : clamouline@cerexhe.irisnet.be  
 

Minister in charge of  :  

¶ Economy  

¶ Employment  

¶ Foreign trade  

¶ Research  

Other competencies :  

¶ Minister of the College of the French 

community Commission (COCOF), in 
charge of public service, health policy 
and professional training of middle 
classes  

¶ Member of the College of the joint 
Commission of communes (COCOM), in 
charge of public service and health 
policy  

Bruno DE LILLE  
 
Contact details  :  
Botanic Building  
Boulevard Saint -Lazare, 10  
1210 Bruxelles  
Tél. :  (+32.2) 517.12.59  
Fax : (+32.2) 511.54.64  
E-mail : info@delille.irisnet.be  
 
Patrick Balcaen  
Chef de cabinet  
Tel : (+32.2) 517.12.73  
E-mail  : pbalcaen@delille.irisnet.be  

Secretary in charge of  :  

¶ Mobility  

¶ Civil service  

¶ Equal opportunities  

¶ Administrative management  

Other competencies :  

¶ Member of the College of the Fle mish  

community Commission (Vlaamse 
Gemeenschapscommissie -  VGC), in 
charge of  Culture, Youth, Sports and 
Public  Service  

Christos DOULKERIDIS  
 
Contact details  :  

Boulevard du Régent 21 -23  
1000 Bruxelles    
Tél. : (+32.2) 506.33.11  
Fax : (+32.2) 513.50.80  
E-mail : info@doulkeridis.irisnet.be  
 
Joël Sole  
Directeur de Cabinet  
Email  : jsole@doulkeridis.irisnet.be  

Secretary in charge of  :  

¶ Housing  

¶ Fire Department and Urgent Medical 

Care  
Other competencies :  

¶ Minister -President of the College of the 

French Community Commission 
(COCOF), in charge of Budget, 
Education, Tourism and International 
Relations  

  

mailto:info@picque.irisnet.be
mailto:bcadranel@picque.irisnet.be
mailto:info@cerexhe.irisnet.be
mailto:info@delille.irisnet.be
mailto:pbalcaen@delille.irisnet.be
mailto:info@doulkeridis.irisnet.be
mailto:jsole@doulkeridis.irisnet.be


 

21  |  P a g e  
 
 

Brigitte GROUWELS  
 
Contact details  :  
Botanic Building  
Boulevard Saint -Lazare, 10  
1210 Bruxelles -  
Localisation  
Tél. : (+32.2) 517.13.33  
Fax : (+32.2) 511.50.83  
E-mail : info@grouwels.irisnet.be  
 
Josef Ostyn  

Chef de cabinet  
Tel : (+32.2) 517.13.59  
Email  : jostyn@grouwels.irisnet.be  

Minister in charge of :  

¶ Public works  

¶ Transport  

¶ The Port of Brussels  

¶ ITC  
Other competencies :  

¶ Member of the College of the Flemish  

community Commission (VGC), in 
charge of Well -Being, Health, Family, 
the Media and National Patrimony  

¶ Member of the College of the joint 

Commission of communes (COCOM), 
responsible for Personal Assistance 
Policy and P ublic Service   

Evelyne HUYTEBROECK  
 
 
Contact details  :  
Rue du Marais 49 -53  
1000 Bruxelles    
Tél. : (+32.2) 517.12.00  
Fax : (+32.2) 517.14.90  
E-mail : info@huytebroeck.irisnet.be  
 
Frédéric  Fontaine  
Directeur de Cabinet  
Email  : ffontaine@huytebroeck.irisnet.be  

Minister in charge of  :  

¶ Environment  

¶ Energy  

¶ Water  

¶ Urban management  

Other competencies :  

¶ Minister, member of the College of the 

French community Commission 
(COCOF), in charge of Assistance policy 
for Disabled People  

¶ Member of the College of the joint 

Commission of communes (COCOM), 
responsible for Personal Assistance 
Policy,  Financial, Budgetary and 
External Relations Policy   

Kmir KIR  
 
 
Contact details  :  
Botanic Building  
Boulevard Saint -Lazare, 10  
1210 Bruxelles   
Tél. : (+32.2) 506.34.11  
Fax : (+32.2) 511.88.59  
E-mail : info@kir.irisnet.be  
 
Marc Foccroulle  
Directeur de cabinet  
Tel : (+32.2) 506.34.24  
Email  : mfoccroulle@kir.irisnet.be  

Secretary in charge of :  

¶ Public Sanitation  

¶ Monument Conservation  

Other competencies :  

¶ Member of the College of the French 

Community Commission (COCOF), in 
charge of Professional Training, Culture, 
School Transport, Social Policy, Family, 
Sports and International Relations   

Jean - Luc VANRAES  
 
Contact details :  
Avenue des Arts 9,  
1210 Bruxelles     
Tél. : (+32.2)209.28.11  
Fax : (+32.2)209.28.12  

E-mail : info@vanraes.irisnet.be  
 
Stefan Cornelis  
Directeur de Cabinet, General policy  
Email  : scornelis@vanraes.irisnet.be  
 

Minister in charge of :   

¶ Finance  

¶ Budget  

¶ Foreign relations  

Other competencies :  

¶ Member of the College of the Flemish  

community Commission (VGC), in 
charge of Education, Professional 
Training, Budget and communication  

¶ Member of the College of the joint 
Commission of communes (COCOM), 
responsible  for Health, Finance, Budget 
and External Relations   

 

 

 

http://geowebgis.irisnet.be/webgis/geoloc?lngApp=fr&str=boulevard%20saint%20lazare&nbr=10&mun=saint-josse-ten-noode&pst=1210&lng=fr
mailto:info@grouwels.irisnet.be
mailto:info@huytebroeck.irisnet.be
mailto:info@kir.irisnet.be
mailto:mfoccroulle@kir.irisnet.be
mailto:info@vanraes.irisnet.be
mailto:scornelis@vanraes.irisnet.be
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5.1.3.  Flemish Government  

 

 
Name & Contact details  

 

 
Responsibilities  

Chris PEETERS  
 
Contact details :  
Martelaarsplein 19  
1000 Brussel  
Tel. : +32 2 552 60 00  
Fax : +32 2 552 60 01  
E-mail : kabinet.peeters@vlaanderen.be  
 
Spokespersons  :  
Luc De Seranno   
Tel: +32 2 552 60 12   
E-mail: luc.deseranno@vlaanderen.be  
Els Wynant  
Tel : +32 2 552 60 67  
E-mail  : els.wynant@vlaanderen.be  

Minister - President of the Flemish Government  
 
 
Minister in charge of :  

¶ Economy  

¶ Foreign Policy  

¶ Agriculture  

¶ Fisheries  

¶ Rural Policy  

 

Geert BOURGEOIS  
 
Contact details :  
Arenbergstraat 7  
 1000 Brussels  
Tel. : +32 2 552 69 00  
Fax : +32 2 552 69 01  
E-mail : 
kabinet.bourgeois@vlaanderen.be  
 
Spokespersons  :  
Bert Maertens  
Tel: +32 2 552 69 16  
E-mail: bert.maertens@vlaanderen.be  
Chris Michel  
Tel : + 32 2 552 69 47  
E-mail  : chris.michel@vlaanderen.be  

Vice - Minister - President of the Flemish 
Government  
 
Minister in charge of :  

¶ Administrative Affairs  

¶ Local and Provincial Government  

¶ Civic Integration  

¶ Tourism  

¶ Vlaamse Rand, the Flemish periphery of 

Brussels  
 

Ingrid LIETEN  
 
Contact details :  
Martelaarsplein 7  
1000 Brussel  
Tel. : +32 2 552 70 00  
Fax : +32 2 552 70 01  
E-mail : kabinet.lieten@vlaanderen.be   
 
Spokespersons  :  
Lot Wildemeersch   
Tel: +32 2 552 70 00  
E-mail:  lot.wildemeersch@vlaanderen.be  
Robbie Scaut  
Tel : + 32 2 552 70 00  
E-mail  : robbie.scaut@vlaanderen.be  
 

Vice - Minister - President of the Flemish 
Government  
 
Minister in charge of :  

¶ Scientific Research and Innovation  

¶ Public Investment  

¶ Media  

¶ Poverty  Reduction  

 

  

mailto:kabinet.peeters@vlaanderen.be
mailto:luc.deseranno@vlaanderen.be
mailto:els.wynant@vlaanderen.be
mailto:kabinet.bourgeois@vlaanderen.be
mailto:bert.maertens@vlaanderen.be
mailto:chris.michel@vlaanderen.be
mailto:kabinet.lieten@vlaanderen.be
mailto:lot.wildemeersch@vlaanderen.be
mailto:robbie.scaut@vlaanderen.be
http://www.google.be/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bd/Geert_Bourgeois.jpg&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Geert_Bourgeois.jpg&usg=__tzxPyGrr0eNAdOi64bOxJ2djZ0s=&h=378&w=251&sz=10&hl=en&start=16&itbs=1&tbnid=gXp3g_mA7nLgCM:&tbnh=122&tbnw=81&prev=/images?q=N-VA+geert+bourgeois&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=is
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 Hilde CREVITS  
 
Contact details :  
Graaf de Ferrarisgebouw  
Koning Albert II laan 20  
1000 Brussels  
Tel. : +32 2 552 66 00  
Fax : +32 2 552 66 01  
E-mail : kabinet.crevits@vlaanderen.be  
 
Spokespersons  :  
Cybelle -Royce Buyck   

Tel: +  32  2 552 66 44  
E-mail:  cybelleroyce.buyck@vlaanderen.be  
Minou Esqunet   
Tel : +32  2 552 66 24    
E-mail  :  minou.esqunet@vlaanderen.be  

Minister in charge of :  

¶ Mobility  

¶ Public Works  

 

Philippe MUYTERS  
 
Contact details :  
Phoenixgebouw,  
Koning Albert II laan 19,  
1210 Brussels  

Tel. : +32 2 552 67 00  
Fax : +32 2 552 67 01  
E-mail : kabinet.muyters@vlaanderen.be  
 
Piet De Bruyn  
Tel : +32 2 552 67 07  
E-mail  :  sylvie.vanmaele@vlaanderen.be  

Minister in charge of :  

¶ Finance  

¶ Budget  

¶ Work  

¶ Town and Country Planning  

¶ Sports  

Joke SCHAUVLIEGE  
 
Contact details :  
Koolstraat 35,  
1000 Brussel  
Tel. : +32 2 552 63 00  
Fax : +32 2 552 63 01  
E-mail : 
kabinet.schauvliege@vlaanderen.be  
 
Spokespersons  :  
Patrick Verstuyft  
Tel : +32 2 552 63 69  
E-mail  :  patrick.verstuyft@vlaanderen.be  
Brigitte Borgmans  
Tel: +32 2 552 63 41  
E-mail : brigitte.borgmans@vlaanderen.be  

Minister in charge of :  

¶ Environment and Nature (water 

management, rural development, nutrient 
management and natural resources)  

¶ Culture (cultural inheritance, professional 

arts, sociocultural activities and activities for 
adults)  

Pascal SMET  
 
Contact details :   
Consciencegebouw  
Koning Albert II laan 15  
 1210 Brussels  
Tel. : +32 2 552 68 00  
Fax : +32 2 552 68 01  
E-mail : 
kabinet.smet@vlaanderen.be  
 
Spokesperson  :  
Veerle De Jong  
Tel : + 32 2 552 68 08  
E-mail  :  veerle.dejong@vlaanderen.be  

Minister in charge of :  

¶ Education  

¶ Youth Development and Integration  

¶ Equal Opportunities  

¶ Brussels Affairs  

mailto:kabinet.crevits@vlaanderen.be
mailto:cybelleroyce.buyck@vlaanderen.be
mailto:minou.esqunet@vlaanderen.be
mailto:kabinet.muyters@vlaanderen.be
mailto:sylvie.vanmaele@vlaanderen.be
mailto:kabinet.schauvliege@vlaanderen.be
mailto:patrick.verstuyft@vlaanderen.be
mailto:brigitte.borgmans@vlaanderen.be
mailto:kabinet.smet@vlaanderen.be
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Freya VAN DEN BOSSCHE  
 
Contact details :  
Martelaarsplein 7  
1000 Brussels  
Tel. : +32 2 552 61 00  
Fax : +32 2 552 61 01  
E-mail : 
kabinet.vandenbossche@vlaanderen.be  
 
Spokespersons  :  
Joris Vandenbroucke  

Tel: +32 2 552 61 23  
E-mail:  joris.vandenbroucke@vlaanderen.be  
Sylvie Vanmaele  
Tel : +32 2 552 61 26  
E-mail  :  sylvie.vanmaele@vlaanderen.be  
 

Minister in charge of :  

¶ Energy  

¶ Housing  

¶ Cities  

¶ Social Economy  
 

Jo VANDEURZEN  
 
Contact details :  
Koolstraat 35  
1000 Brussels  
Tel. : +32 2 552 69 00  
Fax : +32 2 552 69 01  
E-mail : kabinet.vandeurzen@vlaanderen.be  
 
Spokespersons  :  
Leo de Bock  
Tel: +  32  2 552 64  49  
E-mail: leo.debock@vlaanderen.be  
Ruben Lemmens  
Tel : + 32 2 552 64 54  
E-mail  :  ruben.lemmens@vlaanderen.be  

Minister in charge of :  

¶ Welfare  

¶ Public Health  

¶ Family  
 

 

 

5.1.4. Government of Wallonia  
 

 
Name & Contact details  

 
Responsibilities  

 

Rudy DEMOTTE  
 
Contact details  :  
Rue Mazy 25 -27  
5100 Jambes  
Tel : (+32 2) 81.331.211  
Fax : (+32 2) 81.331.366  
E-mail : info -demotte@gov.wallonie.be  
 

Minister - President in charge of  :  
¶ Coordination of Government and 

communication policies  
¶ Inter -state Belgian relations, including 

entitlement to the Committee for dialogue 
with the Federal, Regional and Community 
Governments, the functioning of the 
institutions and relations with Parliament  

¶ Evaluation, forecasting and statistics  
¶ Coordination of Plan Marshall 2.Vert  
¶ Structural Funds  
¶ National lottery  
¶ Reduction of administrativ e burdens  
¶ E-government and administrative IT  
¶ International relations/relations with the 

EU; development cooperation  
¶ Coordination of the P.L.U.I.E.S. plan 

(Prévention et Lutte contre les Inondations  
et leurs Effets sur les Sinistrés , prevention 
and control  of floods and their effects on 
disaster areas)  

Other competencies  :  

¶ Minister -president of the French -speaking 
community  : see above  

mailto:kabinet.vandenbossche@vlaanderen.be
mailto:joris.vandenbroucke@vlaanderen.be
mailto:sylvie.vanmaele@vlaanderen.be
mailto:kabinet.vandeurzen@vlaanderen.be
mailto:leo.debock@vlaanderen.be
mailto:ruben.lemmens@vlaanderen.be
http://gouvernement.wallonie.be/contact
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André ANTOINE  
 

 
Contact details  :  
Rue d'Harscamp 22  
5000 Namur  
Tel : (+32 2) 81.253.811  
Fax : 081.253.999  
E-mail : andre.antoine@gov.wallonie.be  

Vice - President and Minister in charge of :  

¶ Budget  

¶ Finance  

¶ Sport  

¶ Training  
 

Jean - Claude MARCOURT  
 

Contact details :  
Rue Kefer 2  
5000 Namur  
Tel : (+32 2) 81.234.111  
Fax : (+32 2) 81.234.122  
E-mail : info@marcourt.gov.wallonie.be  
 

Vice - President and Minister in charge of :  

¶ Economy  

¶ Foreign trade  

¶ Small and medium -sized businesses (SMEs)  

¶ New technologies  

 

Jean - Marc NOLLET  
 
Contact details  :  
Place des Célestines 1  
5000 Namur  
Tel : (+32 2) 81.321.711  
Fax : 081.321.700  
E-mail : info -nollet@gov.wallonie.be  
 

Vice President in charge of :  

¶ Public service  

¶ Research  

¶ Housing  

¶ Energy  

¶ Sustainable development  

 

Paul  FURLAN  

o  
Contact details  :  
Rue du Moulin de Meuse, 4  
5000 NAMUR  
Tel : (+32 2) 81.234.711  
Fax : (+32 2) 81.234.720  
E-mail: info - furlan@gov.wallonie.be  

Minister in charge of  :  

¶ Tourism  

¶ Local powers and cities  

Other competencies :  

¶ Member of the College of the Commission of 

the French -speaking Community (COCOF), 
in charge of Political Assistance to 
Handicapped People  

¶ Member of the College of the Commission of 

the Commo n Community (COCOM), in 
charge of Political Assistance to People, 
Finance, Budget and External Relations  

Philippe HENRY  
 
Contact details  :  
Rue des Brigade  
d'Irlande 4  
5100 Jambes  
Tel : (+32 2) 81.32.35.11  
Fax : (+32 2) 81.32.34.75  
E-mail : info -henry@gov.wallonie.be  

 

Minister in charge of  :  

¶ Mobility  

¶ Environment  

¶ Spatial planning  

Benoît LUTGEN  
 

Chaussée de Louvain 2  
5000 Namur  
Tel : (+32 2) 81.710.310  
Fax : (+32 2) 81.710.380  
E-mail : 
benoit.lutgen@gov.wallonie.be  
 
 

Minister in charge of  :  

¶ Rural affairs  

¶ Nature and forest  

¶ Agriculture  

¶ Public works  

 

  

http://gouvernement.wallonie.be/contact
http://gouvernement.wallonie.be/contact
http://gouvernement.wallonie.be/contact
http://gouvernement.wallonie.be/contact
http://gouvernement.wallonie.be/contact
http://gouvernement.wallonie.be/contact
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 Eliane TILLIEUX   
 
 
Contact details  :  
Rue des Brigades d'Irlande 4  
5100 Jambes  
E-mail : info - tillieux@gov.wallonie.be  
 
 
 

Minister in charge of :  

¶ Health  

¶ Equal opportunities  

¶ Social assistance  

 

 

5.1.5. Government of the French speaking community: 
 

 

 
Name & Contact details  

 

 
Responsibilities  

Rudy DEMOTTE  
 

Contact details  :  
Place Surlet de Cholier 15 -
17  
1000 Bruxelles  
Tel : (+32 2) 801 72 11  
Fax : (+32 2)227 33 53  
Email  : info -demotte@gov.wallonie.be  

Minister - President in charge of  :  

¶ Culture  

¶ Multilingualism  

¶ Education  

¶ Derivate  competencies  

Other competencies  :  

¶ Minister -president of the Walloon region 

in charge of  : TBC  

André ANTOINE  
 
 
Contact details  :  
Place Surlet de Chokier, 15 -17  
1000  Bruxelles  
Tel : (+32 2) 801 72 11  
Fax : (+32 2)227 33 53  
 
 
 

Vice - President and Minister in charge of :  

¶ Budget  

¶ Finances  

¶ Sport  

Jean - Claude MARCOURT  
 

Contact details :  
Avenue Louise, 65/9  
1050  Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32 2)  801.74.11  
Fax : (+32 2) 801.74.98  
 
 
 

Vice - President and Minister in charge of :  

¶ Superior Studies  

 

Jean - Marc NOLLET  
 
Contact details  :  
Place Surlet de Chokier  
15 -17  
1000  BRUXELLES  
Tél : (+32 2) 801 76 11  
Fax : (+32 2) 801 76 00  
Email  : jean -marc.nollet@cfwb.be   

Vice - President in charge of :  

¶ Childhood  

¶ Research  

¶ Public Service  

 

http://tillieux.wallonie.be/
http://gouvernement.wallonie.be/contact
mailto:info-demotte@gov.wallonie.be
mailto:jean-marc.nollet@cfwb.be
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Evelyne HUYTEBROECK  
 
Contact details  :  
Place Surlet -de-Chokier  
15 -17  
1000  Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32 2) 801 75 11  
Fax : (+32 2) 517 14 90  
Email  : evelyne.huytebroeck@cfwb.be  
 

Minister in charge of  :  

¶ Youth  

Other competencies :  

¶ Member of the College of the French 

community Commission (COCOF),  in 
charge of Assistance to Disabled People  

¶ Member of the College of the joint 

Commission of communes (COCOM), 
responsible for Personal Assistance, 
Finance, Budget and External Relations  

Fadila LAANAN  
 

 
Contact details  :  
Place Surlet de Chokier, 15 -17  
1000  Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32 2) 801.70.11  
Fax : (+32 2)801.70.28  
Email  : info.laanan@cfwb.be   

Minister in charge of :  

¶ Culture  

¶ Audiovisual  

¶ Health  

¶ Equal opportunities  

 

Marie - Dominique  SIMONET  
 
Contact details  :  
Place Surlet de Chokier,  
15 -17  
1000  Bruxelles  
Tél : (+32 2) 801.70.11  
Fax : (+32 2)801.70.38  
Email  : marie -
dominique.simonet@cfwb.be   
 

Minister in charge of  :  

¶ Compulsory Education  
 

 

 

5.1.6.  Government of the German - speaking community  

 

 
Name & Contact details  

 

 
Responsibilities  

Karl - Heinz LAMBERTZ  
 
Contact details  :  
Regierung der DG  
Klötzerbahn 32  
4700 Eupen  
Tel.: (+32 2) 87.59 64 00  
Fax: (+32 2) 87.74 02 58  
E-mail: regierung@dgov.be  
 

Minister - President in charge of  :  

¶ Local authorities  
 

Harald MOLLERS  
 

o Contact details  :  

Regierung der DG  
Klötzerbahn 32  
4700 Eupen  
Tel.: (+32 2) 87.59 64 00  
Fax: (+32 2) 87.74 02 58  
E-mail: regierung@dgov.be  

Minister in charge of :  

¶ Family  

¶ Health  

¶ Social policy  

 

mailto:evelyne.huytebroeck@cfwb.be
mailto:info.laanan@cfwb.be
mailto:marie-dominique.simonet@cfwb.be
mailto:marie-dominique.simonet@cfwb.be
mailto:regierung@dgov.be
mailto:regierung@dgov.be



























