
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FOREWORD  

 

 

Without a doubt, the success and reputation of a country holding the Council Presidency 

will largely depend on its ability to manage the tasks assigned to it. On the eve of the 

Belgian Presidency, political commentators are kee n to underline uncertainties facing the 

next EU rotating Presidency. Will the country be able to fulfil  its leadership role despite 

the immense political pressure from within and unprecedented external challenges 

caused by the ongoing financial and economi c crisis? At first sight, such questions seem 

justifiable and natural considering the fact that the country will witness the formation of 

a new national government during its term and will face the seemingly insurmountable 

task of putting the European econ omic model back on track. However, the high 

expectations put on the Belgian EU presidency call for closer scrutiny.  

In uncertain times, optimism seems to be a scarce commodity. However, Europe is built 

on a steadfast foundatio n upon which it can rely : the  Treaties. Over the last decades, the 

EU founding fathers and their successors have formed a framework which guarantees the 

functioning of the European project. The new Lisbon Treaty calls upon Member States 

holding the Presidency to take all necessary mea sures for the organisation and smooth 

operation of the Councilôs work. The responsibility is shouldered by a Trio Presidency 

(Spain, Belgium and Hungary) to guarantee continuity and progress of the European 

project. In addition, Herman van Rompuy, a former  Belgian Prime Minister, has the task 

of providing guidance and leadership to the European project as the firstly -elected 

President of the European Council.  

Belgium, one of the founding countries of the Big Six, is experienced enough to 

safeguard a smooth  functioning of the Councilôs work despite the challenges it may face. 

European citizens and their leaders should have faith in the institutional architecture 

which is guaranteed by the Treaty of Lisbon. In times of uncertainty, leadership and 

guidance bui lt on a solid institutional framework will provide the necessary confidence in 

the upcoming Belgian Presidency and in the European idea.  

To provide you with more planning confidence , we have put together a user - friendly 

guide for the Belgian EU Presidency . The guide may not be able to predict the 

unpredictable and answer all the questions you may have  about the upcoming six 

months, but we do hope that it will provide you with all the necessary important 

information and offer you certainty in uncertain time s.  

 

 

 

The LOGOS team would like to wish you happy reading.  
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1.  Politics in Belgium  

1.1.  Into the Complexity of Belgian politics  
 

Figures spea k for themselves: with 10 million inhabitants, Belgium  boasts no less than 

ten  Parliaments (excluding the European Parliament and the Parliamentary Assembly of 

NATO, both also based in Belgium ) and nine  Governments or executives bodies 

(excluding of course  the town and city councils).  

Why is this  so? It is because over time Belgium has  built one of the most complex f ederal 

systems in the world. In short, following the Second World War , Belgian politics became 

increasingly dominated by the desire for autono my of its two ma in language communities 

(French  and Dutch  speaking). The Constitution has been amended several times in order 

to ease the growing tensions and to please this will.  

Based on the four language areas defined in the early sixties (Dutch,  French , German 

and Bilingual ), Belgium has progressively become a unique federal state with political 

power over three levels (see chart below).  

 

In this chart the three Community Assemblies and three  Community Colleges of the 

Brussels -Capital Region are not in cluded; these deal with issues related to language 

community competences in the Brussels -Capital Region. Two Community Assemblies deal 

with  issues relevant to the French and Dutch Speaking communities, and another with 

common issues. But this extra layer o f competences should not be involved too much in 

European Affairs.  












































































